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An Analysis of the Implications of US Recent Restrictions
on Confucius Institutes in America
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Comments on Japanese Companies Exiting China

58503 ( Chang, Hung-Yuan)
HEMERZEYT &8 2%

% 2REEEEEOSCER

4 (2020) 8 A28 A BABHEEREEZ=UNREAG T EHHEK
BEERMERERBEZHFRELE —KE - REN2012F 12 ABFBRMIEZ
%o BB AREHBR S BBRMHE R A LS ALAHRRA
FPAHIRE HEHmEBELBEIAEHESE  HHARBMAEARKICE D
ANBALBER R HBLIAGHRELEES AT HHK LHLEA
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5 MBI KRN R0 LA R AR
M Z B Ay e

%Pﬂ%ﬁmz%’a$%%i W 4 AL REIE R 0 2R % PR
BE o REAEES RG> BHAAT ERMEE S B AU DR 2014

#2019 faﬁﬁ‘a:k%ﬁ;a&;ﬁ B ORBBELBERKRTH B4 2HAETH
SN BEAE N BMEE S BB A E BEEAAR - A JMEJEE%‘ R4 #+

PP E R AR R EA T AT ) R B ERIEEAR (201927 A238) 202059 A1 AT
#H(EFELEHER) » https://inews.hket.com/article/2407529/%E3%80%90%E6 %8B %86 %ES
%B1%80%E3%80%91%ES5%AE%89%ES%80%8D %E6%88%90%ES%9C%A8%E4%BB%BB %
E6%9C%80%E9%95%B7%E9% A6%96%ET%9IB%B8%20%20%20%E3%80%8C%E4%B8%89
%E6%9E%IDW%ET % AE% AD%E3%80%8D%ES % A4%B 1 %ET %84 % A6%EI%80%9 A %E8 %84 %
B9%E9%9B % A3%E9%81%94%E6%A8%99 -
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REEAREKBEANGIP > MEFHER S PR RME (LA TFTHEMBAME) b
2ZERTY B LR SRS HRARS ERE2H Y S5 a ASHE
BREEMAFEAK - KBAMOEHRE - BACHEAE AR IKERLL A
MG HPBEH RIS Bm B R LA T ENPIR S5 R 2% -

ERAZEZFAME  BARARFEIMOH RER  SHERHE > S
LAY BB ARATRBRITHERBRAETEHHL  mEXERERAEW
BRELEFZ2% BEZ > BRAGHMEHRLESZ HAEARABKREH
m¥mER BEAERLIAMEEXE—SHPEAREOFFIHER -

A BARINBEmENGES - N T a2 EHEBEHHEE
PR ZERABAENETE HFH R B ARYNEDEE L FY
ML 157% BN EBRRESFEMRE53%; sbsh FEHNED T
¥AEAROTFHMMA31% BAHEO T EESLOTFHMMA2.5% A
EFTHFBEITHBARETY > M B RAEZAH L ULBREREBRAF
BATEEZROEORM LB —FiHhHxE - BERBAOLHE (2019)
FOR BHEREE —HEOBEFE WL

WAFHBEN BT HHEERMBRZIE > B A A 84% 2
BOELZMA MEBRH A RABFWMS 2% 0 E LM witFR
BN RIS 0.8% 2 GDP R R F Al 28 BAEM EMRE o B
HETREZSZIHFREKNEZF BAETAHALELRBRES R TFERESF LD
#H T (TPP) 2% MAFERSY "HXFEBFELBES W T

*TEZRAALFR AR T AMERHEDE? (202046 A 19 B ) 2020 8 A 31 B F#k
(HBRBIEE ) https://finance.sina.com.cn/money/forex/forexinfo/2020-06-19/doc-iirczymk7881940.

shtml °
3OTT ez ) AR, (202048 A 29 B ) 202048 A 31 A F#  (AEHM)
http://cn.nikkei.com/politicsaecconomy/economic-policy/41859-2020-08-29-07-42-04.html ?start=1 °
CipAa T EARE S AHEE AT (20194510 A9 R ) 20209 A1 B TFH (IHE
BFZR ) * https://view.ctee.com.tw/economic/11749.html -
STHEAZ HWTBME BRFTA BEREa 5 &, (2019412 A9 A ) 20209 A1 AF
# ° ( BEEBBFER) » https://ec.ltn.com.tw/article/paper/1337722 -
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BAMAREDHRAETAFA30BET EAARAERAEL @D
TRF LI BERE] 2% B b O BB EN3T% BAAREEEAKR
UM Rt Rkl AR EOEELD -

£ TP, BHB2B N EBUTHAMER 02 B RAUMAMMLERD A
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RERAHAGHRRBFEME (COVID-19 » AT 4 "HEM X ) EIF T e
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TRNaY TH A EAH BAROVERLE FIREH FEAT, (2020 55 A ) 2020 49 A
1 B F#&  (#&ERIFE)  https://www.cier.edu.tw/site/cier/public/data/189-042-047-%E6%96%
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2~ BAIUT 8 BD 8B 1k 5 et K k=
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8 T2019 % B AGDP 1~ 3|51 $fE £ v # &2 FPEa35$ AREE®E? (2020 F2 A 18
H)-202049 A 1 8 F#&  (FHEEFE) » https://cj.sina.com.cn/articles/view/6862376589/199
078e8d001011gkd °

 TJCER : B ALK ZEE ZREA AR B53 2024 F/& (20207 A 28 ) 20209
A 1R TFTHK  (BIEEFER)  https://finance.technews.tw/2020/07/02/japanese-economy-may-not-
return-to-the-level-until-2024/ -

Olagimskym sk c BT > BAGKRRE T 216, (202054 A 26 8)° 2020559 A 18 TF
o (HEEHREE) ¢ http://yn.people.com.cn/BIG5/n2/2020/0426/c372455-33976219.html °

TR RAREEEER  BiEIE BN E (2020555 A28 8)20204F9 A 1 8 F#k >
(BA#SHh =R ) https://finance.technews.tw/2020/05/28/japan-pushes-new-economic-stimulus-plan/ °
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12 “Japan sets aside ¥243.5 billion to help firms shift production out of China” (April 9, 2020), visited
date: August 31, 2020, (The Japan Times) | https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/09/business/
japan-sets-aside-%C2% A5243-5-billion-help-firms-shift-production-china/.
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Cross-strait Relations Based on a Longitudinal Study of Opinion Polls

PRBE¥E ( Chen, Lu-Huei)
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2000 5 | 2004 5F | 2008 iF | 2012 4F | 2016 £ | 2019 4 1
o] R 21.1% 21.2% 35.5% 32.7% 20.8% 24.1% 25.9%
fREs 11.5% 10.7% 3.1% 4.1% 2.7% 0.9% 5.5%
B
Rt 26.0% 24.7% 21.2% 25.7% 29.9% 28.6% 26.0%
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2000 fE | 2004 £ | 2008 fF | 2012 4 | 2016 fF | 2019 4 1
2B 32.6% 31.8% 38.6% 36.9% 23.5% 25.0% 31.4%
JE A e 41.3% 41.1% 38.3% 35.1% 42.3% 40.0% 39.7%
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xIRPRATEEFHRERFEFHREBER
e i 2000 2 | 2004 R | 2008 FEE | 2012 EEE | 2016 FEE | 2019 R

1997-1999 20-22 5%
1993-1996 20-23 3% | 23-26 %
1989-1992 20-23 3% | 24-27 8% | 27-30 5%
1985-1988 20-23 B% | 24-27 5% | 28-31 % | 31-34 5%
1981-1984 20-23 5% | 24-27 5% | 28-31jg% | 32-35B% | 35-38 5%

1977-1980 20-23 5% | 24-27 8% | 28-31% | 32-355% | 36-39 8% | 39-42 5%

1973-1976 24-27 5% | 28-31 % | 32-35J% | 36-39 5% | 40-43 5% | 43-46 5%

1969-1972 28-31 5% | 32-35B% | 36-39 % | 40-43 5% | 44-47 % | 47-50 5%
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A 2000 SEE: | 2004 2 | 2008 EEE | 2012 HEEE | 2016 SEEE | 2019 R

1965-1968 32-35 % | 36-39 % | 40-43 5% | 44-47 5% | 48-51% | S51-54 5%

1961-1964 36-39 % | 40-43 5% | 44-47 5% | 48-51 % | 52-55E% | S55-58 5%

1957-1960 40-43 % | 44-47 5% | 48-51B% | S52-553E% | 56-59 5% | 59-62 B

1953-1956 44-47 5% | 48-51 1% | 52-55B% | 56-59 % | 60-63 5% | 63-66 5%

1949-1952 48-51 3% | 52-55B% | 56-59B% | 60-63 3% | 64-67 5% | 67-70 B%

1945-1948 52-55 8% | 56-59 8% | 60-63 3% | 64-67 5% | 68-71B% | 71-74 5%
1944 ZHii 56 BmLLE | 60 %L E | 64 5ELLE | 68 BRELE | 72 55D E | 75 BRLLE
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x4 2019 ENEFHRERRHUERIFZXIME

BB i 5F (BRAY)
12 W R € 4651 1 ZRkPiE
FE e 1997-1999 17.9% 37.3% 44.7% (731)
1993-1996 18.3% 41.4% 40.3% (1081)
1989-1992 17.3% 44.1% 38.5% (1049)
1985-1988 16.2% 43.1% 40.7% (1031)
1981-1984 19.9% 41.8% 38.2% (1391)
1977-1980 23.1% 42.9% 34.1% (1253)
1973-1976 26.5% 42.0% 31.5% (1203)
1969-1972 33.0% 39.1% 27.9% (1307)
1965-1968 34.4% 37.4% 28.2% (1149)
1961-1964 31.4% 34.8% 33.8% (1264)
1957-1960 27.6% 38.0% 34.4% (1070)
1953-1956 26.9% 34.8% 38.3% (1045)
1949-1952 26.5% 36.0% 37.6% (1001)
1945-1948 27.2% 39.8% 33.0% (533)
1944 2 Hij 28.6% 39.6% 31.7% (873)
HEET 25.2% 39.6% 35.3% (15981)
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i > R Tt AARYR SR (generational effect) » L E [F] — 18 - #: g 1Y
IR R SRRV R IR o TR B SR MR B R R A arEI (life-
cycle) BYKIZE - bl 2G4 mERE » FREGUEE R HafEEaRk
5F 5 BB KB RFHICR (period effect) » Ry [El—E R » A ZEHHE
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HEARL - KGR R R  RIBLI IR BT 28 AN 4 W31 /7% 0 5k
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F—H ) RA - EHZE S SRR HE AR o DL 1965 F-F] 1968
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2016 FFHIKEEE =B » (Hi2 2019 FF R B =Y - 858 7E 2012 FE8d
2019 A B R PR I RHZEREN - Al FEE IS @R bR
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FERR - WG R R

FREGE RS - KL - Al A asEISCR I AW - B - E—
R EOE TR T R F rﬁfﬁ—ﬂh R *Eﬂﬁ\/\ﬁﬁfﬁ@‘& ' JiE

TR W SR RS - FrlL > Frdg v i AOSCR 2 AR -
HEENE » 1944 FZHTHARNER
PR - BB SCRIZERM S
AN - E 2019 R HTE 2 e KB Ty » BRSh - 4E 2016 45
(84 - #1981 FFLIRHAERRER - AR 26

Bl BE R -

—E{E

1£ 2000 £ 2008 fﬁZF‘Eﬁ - FHEF R 2
s {E 2012 - E 2016 4 Hl 3 B8 S5 8250 -
2019 £
» BB FY

x5 TRAFHRERTZRAZEREZNESESM (2000 FF 2019 F)

2000 £ | 2004 £ | 2008 fE | 2012 4E | 2016 £ | 2019 £ | BEEFY
1997-1999 17.9% 17.9%
1993-1996 19.0% 18.3% 18.7%
1989-1992 41.6% 19.4% 17.3% 26.1%
1985-1988 36.9% 32.5% 18.8% 16.2% 26.1%
1981-1984 30.5% 37.2% 32.8% 18.9% 19.9% 27.9%
1977-1980 | 32.1% 30.0% 37.3% 33.1% 19.2% 23.1% 29.1%
1973-1976 | 31.2% 33.2% 38.6% 35.2% 24.6% 26.5% 31.6%
1969-1972 | 35.5% 36.1% | 43.6% 41.8% | 297% | 33.0% 36.6%
1965-1968 | 37.3% 372% | 43.3% 422% | 301% | 34.4% 37.4%
1961-1964 | 36.5% 35.0% | 43.4% 37.8% 28.3% | 31.4% 35.4%
1957-1960 | 34.4% 33.5% 40.2% 38.3% 29.0% 27.6% 33.8%
1953-1956 | 31.9% 31.9% 38.8% 39.9% 24.4% 26.9% 32.3%
1949-1952 | 31.7% 29.9% 36.4% 35.0% 22.0% 26.5% 30.3%
1945-1948 35.6% 28.3% 36.7% 35.0% 25.0% 27.2% 31.3%
1944 ZFij 28.7% 28.1% 33.5% 38.3% 22.5% 28.6% 30.0%
Y 32.9% 32.1% 38.8% 37.3% 23.7% 25.2% 31.7%
BRIRIR @ BT BRSSO SR E T SR B R TS - 5525 (BN BAREE

BIFEAD) 02020 5 A 30 HEIE - https://esc.nccu.edu.tw/course/news.php?Sn=165 °
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F6 TRAEFEHRERFAENEMERMNEEN D (2000 F£F 2019 F)
2000 F | 2004 fF | 2008 fF | 2012 4F | 2016 fE | 2019 i | RIEEY

1997-1999 37.2% 37.2%
1993-1996 45.0 % 41.4% 43.2%
1989-1992 31.0% 46.3 % 44.1% 40.5%
1985-1988 41.2% 36.2% 42.7% 43.1% 40.8%
1981-1984 38.3% 39.2% 37.1% 46.4 % 41.8% 40.5%
1977-1980 31.2% 39.1% 40.4% 33.5% 43.1% 42.9% 38.3%
1973-1976 33.9% 38.2% 38.7% 36.2% 37.8% 42.0% 37.8%
1969-1972 34.9% 38.0% 35.7% 31.9% 41.6% 39.1% 36.9%
1965-1968 33.5% 37.6% 36.4% 32.2% 38.3% 37.4% 35.9%
1961-1964 37.3% 39.2% 33.8% 36.2% 38.9% 34.8% 36.7%

1957-1960 39.1% 37.9% 34.8% 34.3% 36.4% 38.0% 36.8%

1953-1956 41.3% 41.3% 37.5% 31.7% 39.0% 34.8% 37.6%

1949-1952 44.4% 40.0% 37.5% 35.0% 40.7% 36.0% 38.9%

1945-1948 41.7% 42.9% 39.0% 32.0% 43.8% 39.8% 39.9%
1944 ZHi 52.9% 47.8% 41.0% 38.2% 46.7 % 39.6% 44.4%
A 40.6% 40.5% 38.0% 34.5% 41.8% 39.5% 39.1%

BRI ¢ BT BOA RSEB T L B EFHEM BRI ETS - 2% (B BAKEE
BHREFD) 02020 5 5 A 30 HEEE - https://esc.nccu.edu.tw/course/news.php?Sn=165 °
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BN R EER SR T iZikbE ) (RSN - (/R 7 R DI
B B Ay s © 48 2000 F-F » SRRy RO B [A) SZ Rz sk biis o 05
BAMEe Ry T izhkbding | e o ER - BIEERHy R - SR ny
e o BRBIGEL T A AR L BEHERF o AN 0 B 2004 FEEF 0 R & F
B (1977 £ 1984) DR =FEAER (1949 & 1952) F=1{HER:
SR H AL AR B Ry LRIz #k P 19 = (8 R - A3 » Bl 2000 4
FIEL AR S - WA B B - SR kb E r 15 ol » 1€
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REPRBBBEM=MHER (T A |

2008 FFEBHLEE] 2019 4 » BEF] 1949 £ 1956 FEHAENERR R - HERE
HE S BB SCRFZ RIS o BRE R RAE - £E 2000 B 2004 4F - B
TR Rk - (HAE 2008 FREE 2012 4 - IR R EHZ SR EBCE Y SR AN
IR 2881 - 2016 FFEEAVE R K » B E R LRz ikis - HIF—
HISE 2004 SRR E#0% » B 1981 2 1984 EHIAER - A DIESEIAE 2004
T 28 Rl 2wk P/ 1Y LR 2 BB B 2T R » AE 2008 AR F 2016 4 i AR 8%
g - (H2 ] 2019 F A4 B AkMUE 1 FF R - SE R R R
Foidr o 591 1965 2 1972 R R » ZBIAE 2000 475 2 % - 9 B =25 sl 5
KFRZ Rk - AN 0 i 2004 FHALG - B AKEUE ISR R - R A
e B Ry - RILL - 208 R EZ RS B9 SCR » WA R TERY B
AR -
KT ARAFRERRFERZZEENEF S (2000 FF 2019 F)

2000 £E | 2004 £ | 2008 fE | 2012 4E | 2016 fF | 2019 i | FEEEY

1997-1999 44.9% 44.9%
1993-1996 36.0% 40.3% 38.1%
1989-1992 27.5% 34.3% 38.5% 33.4%
1985-1988 21.8% 31.2% 38.5% 40.7 % 33.1%
1981-1984 31.2% 23.6% 30.1% 34.8% 38.2% 31.6%

1977-1980 36.7 % 31.0% 22.3% 33.4% 37.7 % 34.1% 32.5%
1973-1976 34.9% 28.6% 22.6% 28.6% 37.6% 31.5% 30.6%
1969-1972 29.6 % 25.9% 20.7% 26.3% 28.7% 27.9% 26.5%
1965-1968 29.2% 25.2% 20.3% 25.6% 31.6% 28.2% 26.7%
1961-1964 26.2% 25.9% 22.8% 26.0% 32.8% 33.8% 27.9%
1957-1960 26.5% 28.6% 25.0% 27.4% 34.5% 34.4% 29.4%
1953-1956 26.8% 26.8% 23.7% 28.4% 36.6% 38.3% 30.1%
1949-1952 23.9% 30.1% 26.1% 30.0% 37.2% 37.6% 30.8%
1945-1948 22.6% 28.8% 24.3% 33.1% 31.2% 33.0% 28.8%
1944 Z Hij 18.4% 24.1% 25.5% 23.5% 30.8% 31.7% 25.7%
N 26.5% 27.4% 23.2% 28.3% 34.5% 35.3% 29.2%
BRI ¢ BT BUA RSB A B R TS - 55255 (B BUAREER
ZEFG) » 2020 4E 5 H 30 HEIEE » hitps://esc.nccu.edu.tw/course/news.php?Sn=165 °
# B R ERMRIESR 4 B9 TR B - AR AR BUE R By T2k EEFEEN
Bkl o R 4 BHANEFREAESE -
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AL 29.2 38.7
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xR BEORKRER—RRERSM

AL B0 QLEIN @)

e 47.3% 52.7% (947)

PER
CEyis 49.2% 50.8% (531)
pegis 45.0% 55.0% (416)

Fie
20-34 % 35.4% 64.6% (212)
35-49 5% 48.3% 51.7% (298)
50 B LA 52.4% 47.6% (437)

HEHE

B/ 56.1% 43.9% (41)
FREL 47.9% 52.1% (315)
RERLLE 46.4% 53.6% (590)

FEE
N 49.6% 50.4% (119)
N )] 45.0% 55.0% (680)
KEERA 57.1% 42.9% (133)
HAH 51.8% 48.2% (137)
N EE RS 54.7% 45.3% (316)
NEIET 37.7% 62.3% (175)
BT 43.0% 57.0% (158)
BRI 56.8% 43.2% (37)
B 23.7% 76.3% (38)
A 45.7% 54.3% (81)

JoE 3 3
p|silS 47.0% 53.0% (428)
Hh 47.0% 53.0% (185)
RS 46.5% 53.5% (286)
i 55.0% 45.0% (40)
BRI ¢« BREEREFFF - CHrai@®R) oeE (BHEE MOST-108-2410-H-004-154-SS2) ©
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Contesting for Supremacy in the Asia-Pacific in
the Time of COVID-19: How the Pandemic May
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In the wake of the 2019 novel coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak still
wreaking havoc across the world, a supposedly weakened U.S. naval presence
in the western Pacific as exemplified by a virus-stricken American aircraft
carrier was set against the Chinese People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA) claims of
‘zero’ affliction across its units. Against such a backdrop, incidents involving the
Chinese military ranging from heightened PLA activity over the Taiwan Strait
to the deadly Sino-Indian border clash in the Galwan Valley — all within the
first half of this year — have likewise been accompanied by typically bellicose
Chinese maritime operations in the South China Sea (SCS) when another
Vietnamese fishing trawler was sunk this April by a maritime surveillance
vessel deployed under the Chinese Coast Guard (CCQG). ' In view of a number
of geopolitical events — of which the renewed great power rivalry between
Beijing and Washington is the most salient — and regional developments to have
emerged since the pandemic, China’s strategic outlook in the region has surely
been altered. By studying the specific responses of some Southeast Asian SCS

' “Vietnam protests Beijing’s sinking of South China Sea boat” (April 4, 2020), visited date:

August 10, 2020, {Reuters) , https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-china-southchinasea/
vietnam-protests-beijings-sinking-of-south-china-sea-boat-idUSKBN21MO072.
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claimants vis-a-vis Chinese maritime claims, this article’s final analysis — guided
by the logic of s‘[ra‘[egy2 — posits that despite years of changing facts on the
ground with slow but steady attempts at island-building and the militarisation of
those artificial features in this strategic waterway, the coronavirus outbreak has
already undermined Beijing’s long-term strategy to become a two-ocean naval
power in the Indian Ocean and the western Pacific. While there is no doubt that
China is a bona fide land power, its maritime ambitions in the SCS and beyond
would still call for it to share a friendly and cooperative relationship with those
maritime countries in Southeast Asia south of Taiwan through to the Straits
of Malacca, before extending into the Indian Ocean. Below the official state-
to-state relations, people-to-people exchanges between a number of the SCS
claimants has also uncovered additional stress points that may imperil Chinese

strategic interests in the post-pandemic Asia-Pacific region.

A Repetitive Chinese Trope: A Virus-Immune PLA and a U.S.
in Continued Decline

That the 2-million strong PLA is somehow immune to the disease has been
the official narrative put forth by the Chinese authorities since March — even as
the infectiousness of Covid-19 became evident. ’ Notwithstanding the advanced
armed forces of the world (including those of the US, the UK and France, just to
name a few) witnessing their ranks succumb to the virus, quite how the Chinese
military — not least its units based in Wuhan, chiefly, the Joint Logistics Support
Force and the 45th Airborne Division — has averted any infection beggars belief.

As well as alleging that the supposedly low infection rates in the country can

2 Edward N. Luttwak, The Rise of China vs. The Logic of Strategy (Cambridge, MA: The Belknap
Press of Harvard University Press, 2012).

* “China Claims Zero Infections in Its Military” (April 6, 2020), visited date: August 10, 2020,

(Voice of America (VOA)) , https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/
china-claims-zero-infections-its-military.
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be attributed to the superiority of Beijing’s authoritarian governance vis-a-vis
the bungling responses of a number of western democratic governments (of
which London and Washington feature prominently), pro-China propagandists
neither failed to seize on the opportunity following a major outbreak onboard
the USS Theodore Roosevelt to repeat the trope of a U.S. in freefall. In one such
commentary in the pro-Beijing Takungpao, the assertion regarding how the five
pillars of ‘American hegemony’, namely, U.S. currency, technology, military,
[foreign] aid, and allies “have been shaken” and therefore ‘“hastening America’s
decline” is but one example.4

To be sure, such a depiction may well be apt in describing Beijing and the
deterioration in its comprehensive strength as regards the Asia-Pacific region
— in the post-Covid strategic environment. Specifically, this paper adopts the
position that the pandemic and subsequent Chinese activities in response to
the outbreak, as well as its actions in the realm of non-traditional security in
the region has already put at risk its long-term goal to extend its strategic depth
from the western Pacific through to Southeast Asia and into the Indian Ocean.’
Picking up from the commentary in the aforementioned pro-China broadsheet,
the sections that follow will identify some key changes in the Southeast Asia
region in relation to the two elements of Chinese foreign aid and allies that
might affect the military aspect entailed in Beijing’s long-term plans.6 Having
described those developments, the concluding section will elaborate on how the

China-Southeast Asia dynamic after the pandemic has put a dampener on the

PSRRI A KRR ik AR R %\ R &R (202045 A 22 8)° 202048 A 11 B
T # > (KAHE) > http://www .takungpao.com/news/232111/2020/0522/451780.html.

In that regard, the SCS serves as the critical sea lines of communications along which China
transports three-fifths of its energy imports from the Persian Gulf to maintain its economic growth;
see James Char & Richard A. Bitzinger, “A New Direction in the People’s Liberation Army’s
Emergent Strategic Thinking, Roles and Mission,” The China Quarterly, No. 232 (December
2017), pp. 841-865.

In Beijing’s case, given its dearth of official allies in Southeast Asia, the analysis will instead
focus on China’s diplomatic partners in the region.

5



Contesting for Supremacy in the Asia-Pacific in the Time of COVID-19: How the Pandemic May o 1=
Have Already Unravelled China’s Long-term Strategy in Southeast Asia =

former’s prospects in the region and its immediate vicinity.

China’s Impugnable Face Mask Diplomacy and Its
Unintended Effects on Soft Power

As much as Beijing would have the rest of the world believe that it now
exercises effective control over the 3.5 million square-kilometre SCS with
actions ranging from its unilateral declaration of new administrative districts in
April,7 to the latest instance in a series of intentional clashes between the CCG
with non-Chinese boats, the fact remains that the contest for supremacy over the
strategic waterway has in fact grown more intense of late.” Although Beijing’s
utilization of “face mask diplomacy” and the deployment of medical aid to
affected countries had indeed won it some goodwill in the region,9 China’s

7 These new districts cover the Paracel and Zhongsha islands, of which the latter is also home to
Scarborough Shoal, Woody Island, the Spratlys and Fiery Cross Reef; see “Fishing while the
Water is Muddy: China’s Newly Announced Administrative Districts in the South China Sea”
(May 6, 2020), visited date: August 11, 2020, (Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative) | https://
amti.csis.org/fishing-while-the-water-is-muddy-chinas-newly-announced-administrative-districts-
in-the-south-china-sea/. More recently, China also re-ordered the navigational area in the SCS to
strengthen its grip on the waterway; see ~South China Sea: Beijing reclassifies navigation area
to increase control, experts say  (July 1, 2020), visited date: August 11, 2020, {(South China
Morning Post) , https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3095550/south-china-sea-
beijing-reclassifies-navigation-area-increase.

James Goldrick, “The new normal: a close naval encounter in the South China Sea” (November 9,
2018), visited date: August 11, 2020, { The Lowy Interpreter) , https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-
interpreter/new-normal-close-naval-encounter-south-china-sea.

“Asian countries more receptive to China’s coronavirus ‘face mask diplomacy ™ (April 19,
2020), visited date: August 11, 2020, (South China Morning Post) , https://www.scmp.com/
news/china/diplomacy/article/3080406/asian-countries-more-receptive-chinas-coronavirus-face-
mask. In April 2020, China also pledged to provide “100 million face masks, 10 million pieces of
protective gear  to individual member states of the Association of South East Asian (ASEAN),
although these main beneficiaries happen to Cambodia and Laos — neither of whom has claims
to the SCS; see Frederick Kliem & Alan Chong, “Global Health Security: COVID-19 and Its
Impacts — China-Taiwan Mask Diplomacy: Wooing Southeast Asia?” (May 8, 2020), visited date:
August 12, 2020, {RSIS Commentaries) , https://www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/cms/global-
health-security-covid-19-and-its-impacts-china-taiwan-mask-diplomacy-wooing-southeast-asia/#.
XzQMS5i2d5MM.
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brand of ‘wolf warrior’ diplomacy and the ulterior motives behind its doling out
of personal protective equipment and ventilators effectively put paid to its so-
called humanitarian outreach.

With the conspiracy theory that the U.S. military was responsible for
spreading the virus being bandied about by a Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson backfiring both at home and aboard, the revelation that a
significant portion of Chinese equipment sent and sold abroad was of a “bad
quality” neither helped Beijing’s cause. Crucially, exposés that such gestures
were inherently borne out of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) regime’s
self-serving nature to win external plaudits for its supposed ““transparency” and
for the disingenuous portrayal of itself as ““a reliable partner and prudent crisis
manager” would have had the opposite effect of what its leaders had intended."’
In Southeast Asia as well, the case of the Philippines — one of the SCS claimants
alongside Brunei, Malaysia, Vietnam — likewise stands out owing to widespread
indignation a video tribute produced by China’s embassy in Manila unwittingly
caused. ~ With strong public opinion in the Philippines finding the lyrics “lisang
Dagat” (i.e. One Sea) derogatory and taken to represent Beijing’s singular
assertion of sovereignty over what the Filipinos consider their own territorial
waters, relations between the two countries below the state-to-state level surely
would have been frayed even further.

10" Charles Dunst, “How China’s Mask Diplomacy Backfired” (April 15, 2020), visited date: August
12, 2020, { The American Interest) , https://www.the-american-interest.com/2020/04/15/how-
chinas-mask-diplomacy-backfired/.

“China is attempting to win political points from the coronavirus with ‘mask diplomacy - but
it mostly isn’t working” (April 18, 2020), visited date: August 12, 2020, { Business Insider) ,
https://www.businessinsider.com/analysis-china-coronavirus-political-points-mostly-not-
working-2020-4; “Germany says China sought to encourage positive COVID-19 comments”
(April 26, 2020), (Reuters) , https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-
china/germany-says-china-sought-to-encourage-positive-covid-19-comments-idUSKCN2280JW.

“Chinese embassy’s ‘lisang Dagat tribute sparks outrage online: (April 26, 2020), visited date:
August 12, 2020, { CNN Philippines) , https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/4/26/lisang-
Dagat-tribute-video-sparks-outrage-online-West-Philippine-Sea.html.
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Whereas the damage to Chinese soft power from the above events can
be considered self-inflicted due in large part to Beijing’s innate desire to
deny all accountability for the spread of Covid-19 in addition to portraying
itself as the solution — rather than its source — the hitherto successful efforts
by a few democratic countries in combating the virus have also contested
Beijing’s narrative regarding its superiority at home and magnanimity abroad.
In particular, the resoluteness shown by Taiwan — yet another SCS claimant
— 1n stopping the spread of the virus at its borders at the earliest instance and
containing the contagion provides a good counterpoint to China’s suppression
of early warnings in Wuhan and initial withholding of the truth regarding the
virus’ human-to-human transmissibility. To be sure, Taipei’s world-class efforts
have not gone unnoticed — with its response even eliciting an official visit by
a high-level U.S. delegation.13 Notwithstanding the continued pressure by
Beijing to exclude Taiwan from joining the World Health Organisation (WHO),
Taipei’s international reputation has clearly received a major boost as evinced
from official praise by the President of the European Commission, Ursula von
der Le:yen,14 along with support from major countries such as New Zealand for
Taipei to become a member of the WHO."

Moreover, the boost in Taipei’s mask production capacity a few months
after the initial wave of infection meant that the Tsai Ing-wen administration

could even afford to donate ‘Made in Taiwan’ masks to its 15 diplomatic allies

3 “HHS Secretary Azar Meets with President Tsai of Taiwan and Praises Taiwan’s Transparent

COVID-19 Response” (August 10, 2020), visited date: August 12, 2020, {U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services) , https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/10/hhs-secretary-azar-

meets-with-president-tsai-of-taiwan-and-praises-taiwans-transparent-covid- 19-response.html.
14

EU leader Ursula von der Leyen risks Beijing’s ire by lauding Taiwan’s donation of 5.6 million
masks for coronavirus battle” (April 2, 2020), visited date: August 12, 2020, {South China
Morning Post) , https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3078032/eu-leader-ursula-
von-der-leyen-risks-beijings-ire-lauding.

15 “New Zealand backs Taiwan joining the WHO despite China rebuke” (May 12, 2020), visited
date: August 11, 2020, (The Guardian) | https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/12/new-
zealand-backs-taiwan-joining-the-who-despite-china-rebuke.
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and other virus-stricken countries around the world by April — after such aid
to Europe and the U.S. had been fulfilled.'® Of those Association of South
East Asian (ASEAN) member states to have received Taiwanese aid, the one
million masks gifted by Taipei would even go on to receive personal praise
from none other than the spouse of Singapore’s top leader, Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong.17 While Southeast Asian states can be counted on to adhere to the
‘One China’ policy mostly out of economic considerations, their acceptance of
aid from all quarters sends a clear signal that China’s pre-eminent status in the

region has lost some of its previous lustre.

Southeast Claimant States vs Beijing in the SCS: Signs of
Revitalised Multilateralism?

In view of China’s clout both economically and militarily, those ASEAN
nations involved in the SCS disputes with the Asian giant would be expected to
feel disadvantaged by Beijing’s proclivity for bilateral negotiations — instead,
preferring multilateral talks. But coinciding with a reinvigorated U.S. policy
towards China across different sectors and during which the SCS has grown in
pmminence,l * a few ASEAN countries — ever careful to avoid being seen as
taking sides in the burgeoning Sino-U.S. rivalry and refraining from any joint

16 “Taiwan plans second round of surgical mask donations” (April 9, 2020), visited date: August 13,
2020, { Taiwan News) , https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3913271.

7 “Ho Ching thanks Taiwan govt for donating medical masks, after Taiwanese respond to her
initial cryptic FB post” (April 13, 2020), visited date: August 9, 2020, { Mothership.sg) , https://
mothership.sg/2020/04/ho-ching-taiwan-masks/.

18 Most notably, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has since proclaimed Chinese maritime
claims in the SCS as “completely unlawful” ; see “ ‘We are a battleground now’ : In Southeast
Asia, U.S.-China tensions flare on social media” (July 20, 2020), visited date: August 9, 2020,

(Reuters) , https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-china-southeastasia-analysis/we-are-a-
battleground-now-in-southeast-asia-u-s-china-tensions-flare-on-social-media-idUSKCN24LI1TV.
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response in support of American censures " _ have nevertheless individually
shown greater readiness in contesting Chinese maritime demarcations. Whilst
the more confrontational overall approach by the Donald Trump administration
against Beijing does seemed to have emboldened some of these Southeast Asian
nations (as well as Australia)20 to adopt a harder line on expansive Chinese
claims, a few now also appear to have stood up for themselves.

A few years into the U.S. effort to promote its Free and Open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP) strategy, recent statements made by two traditionally low-profile SCS
claimants in Southeast Asia: Malaysia and the Philippines — better known for
their conciliatory approach towards Beijing, as compared to Vietnam’s firmer
stance — have acted. First, in echoing the “completely unlawful” remarks by
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in describing Chinese maritime activities
in the SCS, the Malaysian government (now under Prime Minister Muhyiddin
Yassin) in a late-July note verbale to the United Nations (UN) made its
strongest statement to date — as Kuala Lumpur declared in no uncertain
terms that it “rejects China’s claims to historic rights [...] with respect to
the maritime areas of the South China Sea encompassed by the relevant

19 Still, ASEAN leaders this June collectively took a firm position on the SCS as they reaffirmed the
1982 United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as the basis for “determining
maritime entitlements, sovereign rights, jurisdiction and legitimate interests over maritime
zones” : see Cohesive and Responsive ASEAN, “Chairman’s Statement of the 36th ASEAN
Summit” (June 26, 2020), visited date: August 9, 2020, (ASEAN.org) , https://asean.org/
storage/2020/06/Chairman-Statement-of-the-36th-ASEAN-Summit-FINAL.pdf.

“South China Sea dispute: Australia says Beijing’s claims have no legal basis” (July 25, 2020),
visited date: August 9, 2020, {(BBC) , https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-53536173.
Bilateral ties between China and Australia have further worsened this year following Canberra’s
calls for an inquest into Covid-19’s origins; see “China envoy threatens Australia boycott over
virus inquest demand” (April 27, 2020), visited date: August 12, 2020, (Bangkok Post) , https://
www.bangkokpost.com/world/1908570/china-envoy-threatens-australia-boycott-over-virus-

inquest-demand.

20
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part of the ‘nine-dash line”.”' Similarly, notwithstanding Philippines President
Rodrigo Duterte’s infamous abandonment of the award by the Permanent Court
of Arbitration (PCA) tribunal in July 2016 to invalidate Beijing’s controversial
nine-dash line in return for Chinese foreign investments, events in the period
hitherto — not least, the virus-induced debilitated state of the Chinese economy22
— have taken a different turn. On the fourth anniversary of the 12th July PCA
ruling recently, both ministers in-charge of the Philippines’ national defence
and foreign affairs in the incumbent Duterte government referred to the United
Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) as they called upon
Beijing to comply with a rules-based order in the SCS, in addition to questioning
the legality of its activities there.

Perhaps more significantly, in a sign of the ASEAN claimant states closing
ranks as they set about contesting their territorial disputes with China, Manila
also backed Hanoi’s protestations against Beijing in the wake of the sinking
of the Vietnamese fishing boat in April.23 Although it remains too early to tell
whether these collective efforts are the reason behind Beijing’s offer to resume

negotiations with Southeast Asian nations on an SCS code of conduct (or is

2 “Malaysia says China’s maritime claims have no legal basis” (July 31, 2020), visited date:

August 11, 2020, { Nikkei Asian Review) |, https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/
South-China-Sea/Malaysia-says-China-s-maritime-claims-have-no-legal-basis. A month earlier,
Indonesia (itself not officially involved in the SCS disputes but increasingly feeling threatened by
China in the Natuna Sea) also declared to the United Nations how Beijing “has no historic rights
in Indonesia’s Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf” .

22 Whereas Chinese Premier Li Keqgiang declared at this year’s Two Sessions that a specific target
for China’s economic growth for this year had not been set “due to the great uncertainty regarding
the Covid-19 pandemic and the world economic and trade environment,” we can likewise infer
from his statement the regime’s own lack of confidence about China’s economic prospects and
its leaders’ anxiety over the likelihood that numbers this year will likely be one of the lowest
on record since Reform and Opening-up; see “China decides not to set a GDP target for 2020
as coronavirus batters the economy” (May 21, 2020), visited date: August 10, 2020, {CNBC) ,
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/05/22/china-will-not-set-gdp-target-for-2020-as-coronavirus-batters-
economy.html.

23 “ASEAN leaders cite 1982 UN treaty in South China Sea dispute” (June 27, 2020), visited date:
August 13, 2020, (The Guardian) , https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/27/asean-
leaders-cite-1982-un-treaty-in-south-china-sea-dispute.
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simply a Chinese tactic to rehabilitate its reputation),24 what is clear is that these
ASEAN members are now joined by a common cause of having to defend their
maritime territories (and their accompanying resources) amidst the pandemic.
Indeed, the argument might even be made that these nations have since been
compelled to coordinate their actions more closely out of a shared concern to
guard against both the virus as well as incursions into their territorial waters. To
be sure, even as these governments are distracted by their Covid-19 caseloads,
they would also have realised they would need to stay vigilant in the SCS — lest
the assessment made by some observers that Beijing is purposefully exploiting
the crisis to further its maritime claims turn out to be true.”’ Still, it remains to
be seen if ASEAN has indeed been “shocked into action” by the twin threats of
Covid-19 and challenges to their peculiar territoriali‘[y,26 and only time will tell
whether such a multilateralist modus operandi would make further inroads.
Indeed, before these ASEAN claimants can get their act together in the face
of Beijing’s salami slicing, they would first need to resolve their intramural

. 27
differences.

2 “After Show of Military Might, China Offers to Restart S. China Sea Talks” (July 8, 2020),
visited date: August 13, 2020, { VOA) , https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/after-show-
military-might-china-offers-restart-s-china-sea-talks.

2> “Ex-DFA chief urges PH to protest China’s creation of new districts in South China Sea” (April

19, 2020), visited date: August 13, 2020, (CNN Philippines ) , https://www.cnnphilippines.com/
news/2020/4/19/Ex-DFA-chief-urges-protest-China-new-districts-South-China-Sea.html. Further,
according to Gregory Poling, director of the Asian Maritime Transparency Initiative at the Centre
for Strategic and International Studies, Beijing has relentlessly been increasing the frequency of
its harassment of “Southeast Asian oil and gas operations, fishing operations, etc.” — despite the
ongoing pandemic.

2% Lindsey W. Ford & Julian Gewirtz, “China’s Post-COVID Aggression is Reshaping Asia” (June
18, 2020), visited date: August 9, 2020, { Foreign Policy) , https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/06/18/
china-india-aggression-asia-alliances/.

27 See for example, “Maritime officials in face-off with Viet enforcement vessels off Terengganu”

(September 21, 2019), visited date: August 9, 2020, (Free Malaysia Today) |, https://www.
freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2019/09/21/maritime-officials-in-face-off-with-viet-
enforcement-vessel-off-terengganu/. “ASEAN urges South China Sea pact but consensus elusive”
(July 20, 2012), visited date: August 20, 2020, {Reuters) , https://in.reuters.com/article/uk-asean-
sea/asean-urges-south-china-sea-pact-but-consensus-elusive-idUKBRE&86J01220120720.
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The Logic of Strategy vs China’s Long-term Goals in
Southeast Asia Post-Covid-19

In Edward Luttwak’s masterful account of the rise of China and the
likelihood that would result in a hostile environment to counterbalance it, one
1s reminded of the maxim that “the level of strategy governed by geographic
factors [...] dominates the operational level”.”® Put another way, the CCP’s
maritime ambitions is therefore inherently problematic. Unlike Washington —
unrivalled in the Americas and dominating both the oceans facing its eastern and
western seaboards — Beijing enjoys neither. Under such parameters, the Russian
and Indian presence respectively to its north and west means that China might
therefore be susceptible in its rear sectors were PLA forces be concentrated
in large-scale operations in the SCS or the East China Sea. Given its recent
skirmishes with India costing the lives of more than a dozen Indian soldiers,
Beijing therefore cannot hope its activities at sea will surely occur without fear
of threats to its inland areas. Complicating matters further is that the source of
a country’s maritime power really boils down to access and cooperation with
those “islands and peninsulas” the former’s operations extend to.”” Tn other
words, whether or not the PLA will have unfettered access throughout the SCS
will thus depend on China’s relations with those maritime Southeast Asian
nations. In light of the recent remonstrations by the latter in response to Chinese
military and economic activities in the SCS, one cannot be so sure such support
will be forthcoming.

Lastly, as evident from how societies around the globe have found to their
disgust the intimidatory tactics adopted by China’s “wolf warriors” in denying

28 Edward N. Luttwak, The Rise of China vs. The Logic of Strategy, p.63.

¥ Yoshinari Kurose, “Interview | Dr. Edward Luttwak: A Global Cold War Strategy” (February 19,
2019), visited date: August 11, 2020, (JAPAN Forward) |, https://japan-forward.com/interview-
dr-edward-luttwak-a-global-cold-war-strategy/.
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their country’s culpability for the spread of Covid-19 when the opposite is
true,30 it is obvious that citizens of the world are likely disinclined towards
authoritarianism and the lack of transparency. In that regard, a war of words
between an unlikely coalition of Southeast Asians, Hong Kong and Taiwan
pro-democracy activists (the so-called “Milk Tea Alliance”) *! and Chinese
netizens potentially reveals that Sino-Southeast Asian ties below the official
level may not be as rosy as presumed. Rather than winning hearts and minds,
Beijing’s campaign for global authority in the wake of Covid-19 has not been
all that successful; the dubious quality of part of its foreign medical aid aside,
the revelations behind some its outreach efforts further lends credence to the
opinion such assistance is being rendered — with strings attached. 1f anything,
the months-old pandemic and the questions that remain unanswered regarding
the virus’ origins have revealed that Beijing may not be the benign hegemon
it makes itself out to be. Such an observation would not have been lost on
those Southeast Asian nations in the SCS, given how China has continued its
predatory tactics against its neighbours in the waters amidst the ongoing global
health crisis. In so doing, Beijing may inadvertently have already pushed those
countries closer into the arms of its rival — to balance against itself.

30 “China delaying releasing coronavirus info, frustrating WHO" (June 3, 2020), visited date:
August 13, 2020, (The Associated Press) , https://apnews.com/3c061794970661042b18d5aeaaed
9fae.

31 Christina Chan, “Milk is thicker than blood: An unlikely digital alliance between Thailand, Hong
Kong & Taiwan” (May 2, 2020), visited date: August 11, 2020, (Hong Kong Free Press) | https://
hongkongfp.com/2020/05/02/milk-is-thicker-than-blood-an-unlikely-digital-alliance-between-
thailand-hong-kong-taiwan/.
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