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Transcending the Ethnic Boundaries: Discovering the Cultural Implication
and Identification of Vietnamese New Residents’ Food Stands
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Abstract

So many Vietnamese new residents in Taiwan get together in Vietnamese food
stands, where they can talk with their own language and share their feelings to cure
homesickness. The Vietnamese new residents’ food stands also attract Taiwanese
gourmets to taste their exotic dishes, just like Vietnamese beef pho, spring rolls,
and so on. As mentioned above, we can find diet is a linkage between Vietnam and
Taiwan. Vietnamese food stands imply crucial cultural implication and identification.

Vietnamese new residents have come to Taiwan for nearly thirty years. In the
past, many researches on Vietnamese new residents always focused on the issues
of discrimination and education. We ignored the influence of cultural contact under
the ethnic boundaries. The Vietnamese food stand has its own cultural meaning but
has always been considered as a source of social problems. However the hometown
flavors in Vietnamese food stands form an ethnic space of consumption and a unique
cultural field. On the fields, both Taiwanese and Vietnamese can realize and show
their different cultures. Vietnamese Food stands are like ethnic boundaries. In the
area, we can easily highlight cultural characteristics and recognize the differences.
Crossing ethnic boundaries and promoting cultural exchanges are essential capacities

to facilitate New Southbound Policy and face global competition.

Key words: Ethnic Boundary, Vietnamese New Residents, Cultural Implication,
Cultural Identification, New Southbound Policy
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