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An Analysis of the Impact of US-China Geopolitical Competition
in the Middle East on Cross-strait Relations

PEAEEE ( Chen, Neng-Ching )
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\l%¢ﬂﬁ@(MT%ﬁ&)%%%%%mrﬁ%%J%%%§%°li
WETE | B R RER M EBEIENS (2020) F6 A
'—ﬁé B% [ 3% 69 22 Mt %2, (The Endangered Asian Century) A A8 » &% & (4

R F# ) (Foreign Affairs) 45 5 » 3F/N-F ey T# LA, FRELE R X
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2 Lee Hsien Loong, “The Endangered Asian Century: America, China, and the Perils of
Confrontation” (June 4, 2020), visited date: June 22, 2020, { Foreign Affairs Magazine) , https://

www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/asia/2020-06-04/lee-hsien-loong-endangered-asian-century.
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Mohammad Salman, Moritz Pieper, and Gustaaf Geeraerts, “Hedging in the Middle East and
China-US Competition,” visited date: April 17, 2020, {Asian Politics and Policy) , https://
www.researchgate.net/publication/283271880 Hedging in the Middle East and China-US
Competition 1.

5 John Calabrese, “Intersections: China and the US in the Middle East” (June 18, 2019), visited
date: April 17, 2020, {Middle East Institute) , https://www.mei.edu/publications/intersections-
china-and-us-middle-east.

® Chas W. Freeman Jr., “The United States, the Middle East, and China” (June 3, 2013), visited
date: April 20, 2020, https://chasfreeman.net/us-middle-east-and-china/.

7 Chas W. Freeman Jr., America’s Misadventures in the Middle East (USA: Just World Books,
2012), pp. 213-219.
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(BBC HA3Z#d) * https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/world-50987403 -

° Calabrese, “Intersections: China and the US in the Middle East”.

10 Jonathan Fenton-Harvey, “Chinese investment in Iraq provides gains for Baghdad, Beijing,”
(October 2, 2019), a visited date: April 27, 2020, {Al-Monitor) , https://www.al-monitor.com/

pulse/originals/2019/09/irag-china-economy.html.
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! “SIPRI Sheet: Trends in international Arms Transfers, 2019” (March 2020), visited date: April 23,
2020, {ISPI Watch) , https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/fs_2003 at 2019 0.pdf.

12 Zhenhua Lu, “China sells arms to more countries and is world’s biggest exporter of armed
drones, says Swedish think thank SIPRI” (March 12, 2019), visited date: April 20, 2020, {South
China Morning Post) , https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/2189604/china-sells-
weapons-more-countries-and-biggest-exporter-armed.

13 Calabrese, “Intersections: China and the US in the Middle East”.
14 Calabrese, “Intersections: China and the US in the Middle East”.
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15 Lu, “China sells arms to more countries and is world’s biggest exporter of armed drones, says
Swedish think thank SIPRI”.

16 Mohamed Aassar, “Coronavirus: Middle East nations compete to be China’s friend in need”
(February 24, 2020), visited date: April 13, 2020, { BBC Monitoring) , https://monitoring.bbc.
co.uk/product/c201hegv.

17 Calabrese, “Intersections: China and the US in the Middle East”.

18 Lu, “China sells arms to more countries and is world’s biggest exporter of armed drones, says
Swedish think thank SIPRI”.
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19 Steve Rosenberg, “Russia’s Putin: From pariah to Middle East power broker” (October 17, 2019),
accessed on October 24, 2019, { BBC) , https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50068498.

VT 440 FRERER AR =ZKHFH S5 ME, (2019 % 12 A 27 B8 ) 2020 F4 A 23
A& % > (BBC H3#d) » https://www.bbc.com/zhongwen/trad/world-50923924 °

2! Frank Gardner, “Iran’s network of influence in Mid-East ‘growing’ ” (November 7, 2019), visited
date: December 31, 2019, { BBC) , https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-50324912.
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23 Christina Lin, “China might take Iran’s side in a war with US” (January 5, 2020), accessed on
April 27, 2020, {Asia Times) , https://asiatimes.com/2020/01/could-china-take-irans-side-in-a-
war-with-us/.

24 “COVID-19 Map” , visited date: June 25, 2020, {John Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center) |
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html.
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25 Samia Nakhoul, “US’ ‘deal of the century’ could be end of the Palestinian state”, Taipei Times,
June 5, 2019, p. 9.

26 “EU ‘to rally against Israel’s West Bank annexation proposal’ ” (May 15, 2020), visited date: May
16, 2020, {BBC) , https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-52680096.

" David M. Herszenhorn and Jacopo Barigazzi, “Transatlantic blues as Pompeo holds EU talks”
(June 16, 2020), visited date: June 17, 2020, { POLITICO) , https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-
foreign-ministers-mike-pompeo-talks-transatlantic-blues/.

2 Barbara Plett Usher, “US settlement move reduces chances of Israeli-Palestinian peace deal”
(November 19, 2019), visited date: November 20, 2019, {( BBC) , https://www.bbc.com/news/
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2 «“Settlement Watch,” accessed on June 26, 2020, { Peace Now) , https://peacenow.org.il/en/
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30 Jonathan Marcus, “A world in crisis even without the pandemic: Five looming problems,” (May
14, 2020), visited date: May 14, 2020, {BBC) , https://www.bbc.com/news/world-52630346.

3! Luciano Zaccara, “Trump is laying the ground for a nuclear arms race in the Gulf,” (August 15,
2019), visited date: August 17, 2019, (Al-Jazeera) |, https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/
trump-laying-ground-nuclear-arms-race-gulf-190801130430388.html.

32 Zaccara, “Trump is laying the ground for a nuclear arms race in the Gulf”.
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(January 23, 2019), visited date: January 28, 2019, {The Washington Post) , https://www.
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2005), p.167.

87 “Cambodia Social Study textbook ,” visited date: May 24, 2019, {( The Documentation Center of
Cambodia ) , http://www.d.dccam.org/Projects/Document Projects/Cambodia Social Studies
Textbook.htm.
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India-China Relations:
A Shaky Road Ahead

Hasija Namrata
Research Fellow, Centre for China Analysis and Strategy, New Delhi

The Indian government became the first non-communist country to
recognize The Peoples’ Republic of China, even though Sardar Patel and C.
Rajagopalchari wanted to wait and then take the call.' Nehru however, debated
in the parliament in favor of recognizing the new government in Mainland
China and also supported its entry in the UN very strongly. Kashmir factor
contributed majorly towards Nehru’s policy towards China as India was looking
for support in the international community. It is very pertinent to understand the
relationship between India and China during the 1950s’ as the residual issues
like the border issue and Pakistan factor which were shaped during those years
have become bigger thorns now.

Kashmir: A factor in India-China Relations

As mentioned above, Kashmir factor contributed majorly towards Nehru’s
policy towards China, Nehru in his letter to Mohan Sinha, Ambassador of India
to Pakistan dated 20.09.1952, that India is only threatened by Pakistan and he is
not the least worried about China and he has also been advised that China could

' KM Pannikar, In two Chinas, (George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., London 1955), p.67.
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be a major support to India’s stance on Kashmir in the coming yeaurs.2

This thought also contributed to the fact that India followed a policy of
appeasement towards China after its annexation of Tibet in 1951 and supported
China’s claim on Formosa. However, in return could not gain any support for
Kashmir and in fact, received a major snub when a cultural delegation refused to
visit Kashmir in 1951. The agenda of the delegation included a visit to Kashmir
however, the Chinese refused to visit at the last minute after which Nehru
expressed displeasure in a letter to his secretariat and wanted them to inform
Kaul in Peking regarding the same. !

China, however, maintained total silence on the matter and in fact to the
whole Kashmir issue other than a statement in Sri Lanka by Chou En-Lai stating
that China and Sri Lanka hoped Kashmir issue could be resolved peacefully by
India and Pakistan. There are no documents other than these subtle mentions
to help analyze China’s position on Kashmir during this time. In an article
published in Dawn on 21 July 1957, which reported Mao saying that China
1s neutral on Kashmir, issue which was hailed by Pakistan. Oral assurances
by the Chinese government regarding support to India was there which was
highlighted by a note by India’s External Minister to Indian Ambassador in
Peking, RK Nehru in 1956 * that Zhou En-Lai had said that people of Kashmir
had expressed their will. An official Chinese map published in 1954, still used
in Chinese school textbooks, depicts territories it claims to have been taken by
‘imperialist’ powers and which China says it would ‘recover’ ? Ladakh is a part
of these territories along with Arunachal Pradesh and the Andaman Islands. This
is a clear indication of Chinese designs in the 1950s, which many analysts call a

JN (SG) papers, File No. 146 (II), pp. 245-246, Teenmurti Archives.
JN (SG) Papers, File No. 105 (I), p. 55, Teenmurti Archives.
JN (SG) papers, File no. 438 (III), pp. 637-638, Teenmurti Archives.

Hasija Namrata, “Abrogation of Article 370: Fear of International Meddling in Kashmir?”
(August 24, 2019) , visited day: May 5, 2020, {CSSAME) , https://cssame.nchu.edu.
tw/2019/08/24/abrogation-of-article-370-fear-of-international-meddling-in-kashmir/.
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‘neutral or pro-India’ stance by Chinese regarding the Kashmir issue.

After tuming down repeated offers by India to resolve the 4,057 km-long border
between the two neighbours, a fresh revolt in Tibet coupled with India giving asylum
to His Holiness The Dalai Lama led to the Sino-Indian conflict in 1962.

Pakistan-China Treaty after 1962

After the 1962 war with India, China finally responded to Pakistan’s offer
to settle the occupied Kashmir’s boundary, which it had initiated in 1959. The
Statesman (New Delhi) reported in that in May 1962 Rawalpindi and Peking
had started negotiations for the demarcation of the border. Foreign Ministers,
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto and Chen Yi respectively signed their boundary agreement
on 3 March 1963 in the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, in the presence of
the Chairman of the People’s Republic of China and Premier Zhou En-lai (The
American Journal of International Law, 1963). Both the Governments released
new maps concerning the agreed frontier. The boundary was the result of some
give and take policy. China ceded over hundreds of miles territory to Pakistan
and in return; Pakistan recognized the Chinese sovereignty over hundreds of
square kilometers of land in Northern Kashmir and Ladakh.

India formally protested by writing to the UN that Pakistan had no
right to settle the boundary as the whole of Kashmir belonged to India. This
deal between China and Pakistan paved the way to a new policy of Chinese
government towards Kashmir and China declared in the agreement that there
was no document to prove that Chinese government ever acknowledged
Kashmir as part of India. This stand was clearly published in an article in Peking
Review on 25 February 1964 covering Chou En-Lai’s visit to Pakistan where
he said that his government never recognized Indian stand on Kashmir. China
and Pakistan issued a statement that the Kashmir question will be resolved
according to the will of the Kashmiri people. Chen Yi however specifically
mentioned that Pakistan and China friendship would last even after they win
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Kashmir and Formosa respectively. This was followed by a series of propaganda
articles especially in Renmin Ribao, which was published in the Survey of
the China Mainland Press in 1965. This document carries the most detailed
Chinese position on Kashmir where it clearly supports Pakistan, calls for self-
determination of Kashmiri people along with calling India an expansionist
power, which had annexed Kashmir. In the same survey statements of Chou En-
lai and Chen Yi have been published supporting Pakistan for the just support to
Kashmiri people. This continuity in bashing India on Kashmir became a ritual in
all state receptions.

India-China Relations post-Normalization

Relationship between India-China remained strained throughout the 1960s
and 70s and only after the opening up of China in the 80’s and the visit of Rajiv
Gandhi, which tried to normalize India-China relations. This led to a new phase
in China’s stance on Kashmir. The stance did not change where it supported
Pakistan and itself claimed Ladakh as part of China, the way of dealing with it
changed. It followed Deng Xiaoping’s statement that Kashmir issue is a bilateral
issue left over from history between India and Pakistan and thus be resolved
bilaterally.6 Even though this remained Chinese official line, China consolidated
its position in South Asia surrounding India by neighbors influenced by it and
kept supporting Pakistan on all issues.

On March 1, 1992, ‘Shijie Zhishi’ (World Affairs) published a map
depicting India without the state of J&K and Kashmir as a part of China.

From 1990-2012, India and China dealt with the border issues, trade
deficits and China declining India its place internationally, for example, barring
it from Nuclear Suppliers Group, vetoing Masood Azhar being named as a

 Singh Santosh, “China’s Kashmir Policy,” World Affairs: The Journal of International Issues, Vol.
16, No. 2 (SUMMER (APRIL—JUNE) , 2012), pp. 100-113.
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global terrorist and so on. The most worrisome part for India has been the
repeated incursions of China in Ladakh, Arunachal and Uttrakhand areas along
with its partnership with Pakistan.

Kashmir (J&K) was evident in China’s open support for Pakistan. China’s
position revealed a desire to overtly interfere in the affairs of J&K and coincided
with the tacit agreement between Washington and Beijing to cooperate in a
bid to jointly resolve contentious issues in South Asia, including Kashmir. Just
days prior to Hu Jintao’s summit meeting with U.S. President Barack Obama
in September 2009, Chinese vice foreign minister He Zhengyue publicized
China’s willingness to mediate between India and Pakistan if required. The
offer was repeated twice after the summit. Soon thereafter, secessionist Hurriyat
leader Mirwaiz Umar Farooq asserted that China has a role to play in settling
the Kashmir issue. He also disclosed that he had received an invitation from a
Chinese NGO and would soon be traveling to China.

On the whole, however, since 2007, Beijing has taken a far more aggressive
stance in siding with Pakistan on the Kashmir dispute, while asserting its own
claims to portions of Indian-controlled J&K (in particular, the Ladakh region).
In 2010, China expanded its claim and designated the entire state of J&K as
disputed by declining a visa to India’s Northern Army commander and thereafter
issuing stapled visas to residents of J&K, which India refuses to recognize.
China’s claims on Ladakh are based on the assertion that its people and culture
are identical to those of Tibet. In May 2013, for example, the Zhongguo
Qingnian Bao (China Youth Daily) published an article explicitly highlighting
China’s claim to Ladakh.

India-China Relations post President Xi
and PM Modi’s Election

However, after President Xi Jinping came to power in China India like the
world saw an even more aggressive China. Clashes with India were obvious
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as in India a strong nationalist leader, Narendra Modi with a majority came
to power in 2014. His first step at his swearing-in ceremony was aimed at
China when he invited Taipei Economic and Cultural Centre India’s head and
members of the Tibetan government in exile to his swearing-in ceremony. The
relationship, however, started going downhill after the announcement of Belt
and Road Initiative especially the announcement of China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), 2015 and the Dokhlam crisis, 2017.

The CPEC which goes through Pakistan occupied Kashmir clearly
impinged on India’s sovereignty which China ignored and thus in a way ending
decades of ambiguity on Kashmir and recognizing Pakistan’s claim on Kashmir.
This was one the reasons why India became the only country that did not attend
the first Belt and Road forum held in 2017 and the only country who is still
vocally opposed to BRI. Numerous articles were published by Chinese state
media and numerous journalists, academicians and so on were paid in India
to write against the Modi government’s decision not to join Belt and Road
Initiative. Other than the sovereignty issue India also questioned the economic
viability of the project when the project was announced. It was only later when
countries started facing financial difficulties due to BRI that the world realized
that BRI is actually a debt trap.

The Wall Street Journal on March 6, 2018, reported that data from a study
by the Center for Global Development, an international think tank, reveals
that China is financing as much as $8 trillion in deals as part of its “Belt and
Road Initiative” in 68 countries winding through Asia, Africa and Europe. The
program has left eight countries financially vulnerable: Djibouti, Kyrgyzstan,
Laos, the Maldives, Mongolia, Montenegro, Pakistan and Tajikistan. According
to the report, China is emerging as a massive creditor to its economic
allies taking up projects to upgrade roads, harbors and airports, making it
an increasingly important financial influence on the world stage. Certain
strategically located countries will provide China with footholds in Southeast
Asia (Laos, Malaysia etc.), an African port city-state (Djibouti), an inroad to
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Europe (Montenegro), a string of Indian Ocean ports (Sr1 Lanka, the Maldives
and Pakistan), and a network of historic road and rail routes across Central Asia
known historically as the Silk Road.

The operation at the Doklam Plateau in May-June 2017 was a ‘localized’
operation probably largely planned by the PLA’s Western Theatre Command and
Shigatse Military Division with limited objectives. In the case of the intrusion
in the Depsang Plains of Ladakh carried out by troops of the PLA’s Ali Military
Sub-District in April 2013, for example, the plans are understood to have been
discussed and approved by the CCP Central Committee (CC)’s Politburo (PB).
In the case of resumption of the road construction by PLA personnel at Doklam,
which meant unilateral violation of the agreement concluded between India and
China in 2012 and intrusion into Bhutan, the plans would certainly have been
vetted by the CMC and PB.

The second point of friction was the Doklam Plateau in 2017 which lasted
for 73 days and resulted in a huge dent in India-China relations. China’s plan’s
limited objectives were to exert pressure on Bhutan to get it to agree to establish
full diplomatic ties with China; acquiesce to handing over the Doklam Plateau
to China, possibly in exchange for two portions of land claimed by China
elsewhere in northern Bhutan; and build the road through the Doklam Plateau to
Gyemochen to reinforce China’s claim that Gyemochen - and not Batang La - is
the trijunction and that the boundary between India and China should be drawn
eastwards from there thus placing Arunachal Pradesh within Chinese territory.

When China sent its forces to achieve the above-mentioned plan it was
stopped by the Indian forces which was a surprise to the Chinese government.
India and Bhutan have a treaty wherein under Article 2 they have agreed that
they will not let each other’s territory ! against any harmful activities. The

7 Article 2 of India-Bhutan Treaty
In keeping with the abiding ties of close friendship and cooperation between Bhutan and India, the
Government of the Kingdom of Bhutan and the Government of the Republic of India shall cooperate
closely with each other on issues relating to their national interests. Neither Government shall allow
the use of its territory for activities harmful to the national security and interest of the other.
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Bhutanese government requested the Indian government to help it against
China’s aggression and unilateral withdrawal from the 2012 Treaty signed
between India-China.” He decision was taken within 24 hours at the highest
echelons of Indian government and troops were sent to Bhutan at its request.

This led to a vicious propaganda unleashed by the Chinese against India
and it led to an explosive situation between the two countries. A study conducted
by Centre for China Analysis and Strategy on the Doklam crisis revealed that
from June 26 onwards, China’s propaganda apparatus mounted an intense
vitriolic offensive comprising over 150 articles. This included personal attacks
on Prime Minister Modi, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval. The English-language state-owned Global
Times published articles each of the 73 days threatening India. Each of the
threats had a historical background. In addition to warning India that it risked
repetition of the 1962 debacle, the articles threatened that China would revive
insurgency in India’s northeast, reverse its position on Sikkim and foment
internal strife there, launch an international campaign to disrupt the close India-
Bhutan ties and, as India had done at Doklam, send PLA troops to Kashmir
ostensibly at the behest of Pakistan.

The People's Daily, the CCP's official newspaper, on August 14, 2017 stated
that "as of press time, China has laid out its position 67 times, with the country’s
Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterating its firm stance on the issue for 54 times,
while the Ministry of National Defense has issued 4 announcements regarding
the incident". There were also a large number of posts by Chinese ‘netizens’
and PLA ex-servicemen advocating war and that India ‘be taught a lesson’. The
kind of language used by the Chinese media has not been seen in more than
40 years. Delhi-based Chinese diplomats adopted a similarly belligerent stance

8 The two Governments had in 2012 reached agreement that the tri-junction boundary points
between India, China and third countries will be finalized in consultation with the concerned
countries. Any attempt, therefore, to unilaterally determine tri-junction points is in violation of
this understanding. (https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/28572/Recent_Developments_in_
Doklam_Area).
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and in conversations with interlocutors repeatedly threatened “war”. However,
after 73 days India and China defused the situation diplomatically. This led to
an informal summit between President Xi and PM Modi at Wuhan from 27-28
April 2018.

Though temporarily the situation cooled however incorporated in China’s
constitution is the ‘China Dream’, which includes the “rejuvenation of the
great Chinese nation” or, as China explains, the “recovery of territories lost
through the imposition of unequal treaties by imperialist foreign powers” is
of direct importance to India. The lost territories not only include Taiwan,
South China Sea, East China Sea but large portions of India. President Xi has
given a bold timetable for China under which the first point is “rejuvenation of
Chinese nation’ which is to be achieved by 2021. Asked about China’s territorial
ambitions and its limits, retired Colonel Liu Mingfu, who is an influential
military strategist often quoted by Xi, stated in 2019, that the map used by “the
current Chinese government is the clear standard for national sovereignty and
territory”.9 This led to renewed tensions between India and China when India
abolished Article 370 ' on August 5, 2019. The Kashmir issue was looming
large domestically and internationally for India, which prompted the present
government, after coming to power with a huge mandate to change the status of
Kashmir once and for all. China raised objections to this act as it claimed that
portions of Kashmir i.e. Ladakh are part of China.

° KENJI MINEMURA, “INTERVIEW: Liu Mingfu: China dreams of overtaking U.S. in 30 years”
(May 28, 2019), visited day: May 5, 2020, http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201905280016.html.

19 In October 1947, the then Maharaja of Kashmir, Hari Singh, signed an Instrument of Accession
that specified three subjects on which Jammu & Kashmir would transfer its power to the
government of India: Foreign affairs, Defence and Communications. In March 1948, the Maharaja
appointed an interim government in the state, with Sheikh Abdullah as prime minister. In July
1949, Sheikh Abdullah and three other colleagues joined the Indian Constituent Assembly and
negotiated the special status of J&K, leading to the adoption of Article 370. The controversial
provision was drafted by Sheikh Abdullah which stated that the Indian Parliament needs the
Jammu & Kashmir government's approval for applying laws in the state — except in cases of
defence, foreign affairs, finance, and communications.




India-China Relations: A Shaky Road Ahead w1

China’s Reaction after India Removed Article 370

After the removal of Article 370, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Hua Chunying said that China opposes India’s inclusion of the Chinese territory
in the western sector of the China-India boundary into its administrative
jurisdiction. He further accused India of continuing to undermine China’s
territorial sovereignty by unilaterally changing its domestic law. Such practice,
he said, was unacceptable and would not come into force. China urged India
to exercise prudence in words and deeds concerning the boundary question,
to strictly abide by relevant agreements concluded between the two sides and
refrain from making moves that may further complicate the boundary question.

In September 2019, China expressed its serious concern over the situation
in Jammu and Kashmir. It argued that internationally there is a consensus that
the Kashmir issue has been a persistent problem between India and Pakistan and
that both countries should prevent further escalation in the region by unilaterally
changing the status quo. The only resolution is to be achieved through dialogue
and consultation to safeguard peace and stability in the region.

The Chinese media has published numerous articles from 5 August to 20
September 2019 on the issue, which also outlines the official position of the
Chinese government.

Yang Haisheng, an expert with the Collaborative Innovation Center for
Security and Development of China's Western Frontiers of Sichuan University,
pointed out in an interview with Global Times on 15 August 2019, that India's
move attempts to reduce its importance and sensitivity in the international arena
by changing the political and geographical maps of Kashmir. At the same time,
it 1s hoped that this will promote the influx of migrants and change the current
ethnic distribution in the region.

The Global Times published a strongly worded article on 12 August stating
that the Kashmir issue is by no means an "internal matter". It is a violation
of China's territorial sovereignty and damages China's interests. It violates
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the relevant agreements between the two countries on maintaining peace and
tranquility in the border areas, and the leaders of the two countries on the proper
control of disputes. Aksai Chin is located in Hetian, Xinjiang, China. It is the
place where the Chinese Uygur and Kirgiz people have lived for generations.
The place name itself is the meaning of the Uyghur language "White Rock
Beach in China", which clearly shows that the place has been Chinese territory
since ancient times. If the Indian side does not learn the lesson and continue
to declare the so-called "sovereignty", it will only worsen the border situation,
aggravate the border dispute, endanger the peace and tranquility of the border
areas of the two countries, and will not help the proper resolution of the border
issue and the healthy development of China-India relations."

Pakistan’s new ambassador to China, Nagmana Hashmi, said in an
exclusive interview with the Global Times on 19 September, 2019 that the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor project will not be affected by India’s

(13

removal of Kashmir’s “special status’ and Pakistan will remain close to China in
cooperating and fully promoting the completion of the project. She also said that
unless India withdraws its legal amendments to Kashmir’s status and withdraws
its troops, Pakistan will not return to the negotiating table.

Lin Minwang, a researcher at the Institute of International Studies at Fudan
University, said in an article published by People’s Daily on 27 August 2019,
that on the one hand, China must resist India’s violations and safeguard its
own interests; on the other hand, it must play the role of China’s responsible
big country on the international stage and actively play a coordinating role in
cooling and stabilizing the regional situation.

Chinese FM Wang Yi’s visited Islamabad on September 7, 2019 to attend
the third China-Afghanistan-Pakistan trilateral foreign ministers dialogue held
in Islamabad, Pakistan on 7 September 2019. In a veiled reference to Kashmir,
Wang Yi conveyed that in the face of uncertain international and regional
situations (veiled reference to Kashmir), it is even more important to strengthen
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strategic communication and cooperation between China and Pakistan.

China thanked Pakistan for its firm standing with the Chinese side on issues
involving China’s core interests, including Taiwan, Hong Kong and Xinjiang.
We will also continue to firmly support Pakistan in safeguarding national
sovereignty, dignity and territorial integrity and safeguarding its legitimate rights
and interests, said Wang Y1 (another veiled reference to Kashmir). !

China’s Foreign Minister’s official website reported on 10 September
2019 that the two sides exchanged views on the situation in Kashmir. Pakistan
conveyed the situation in the Kashmir region to the Chinese side, including
Pakistan’s concerns, positions and urgent humanitarian issues. China indicated
that it is paying close attention to the situation in Kashmir and reiterated that
the Kashmir issue is a legacy of history and should be properly resolved in a
peaceful manner in accordance with the UN Charter, relevant Security Council
resolutions and bilateral agreements. China opposes any unilateral actions that
complicate the situation.

Even though Pakistan bid to internalize the Kashmir issue has suffered
setback, China has given full support to Pakistan even though not very strongly
statements. It has however done two things i.e.; China initiated two closed-door
meeting of the UNSC to discuss the issue even after many countries like Russia,
France, UAE, Maldives, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and so on had considered it an
internal issue, is a clear indication of its India’s fear of China’s growing interest
in POK especially after heavy investments under the CPEC.

Second, it has very clearly and strongly laid its claim in Ladakh and a
very detailed article published in Duowei news on 18 May 2019 before the
abrogation of Article 370. The article clearly states that China is a stakeholder
in Kashmir and quotes historical incidents including treaties during the
British domination in India to reiterate their claim on Ladakh (being linked to

Il “China's Wang Yi meets Pakistani, Afghan foreign ministers, vowing to maintain regional
stability,”(September 8, 2019) , visited day: May 5, 2020, {Xirnhua) , xinhuanet.com/english/
asiapacific/2019-09/08/c_138374566.htm.
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Tibetan culture) and Aksai Chin. The article states that China followed a non-
intervention policy in Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan but changed
its position after 1962 Sino-Indian war. It also states that China changed its
position again in the 1990’s and again became neutral. The article explores a
possibility of India-Pakistan and China joining under the Shanghai cooperation
to fight the evils of terrorism. It also calls India’s non-participation in BRI not
honest, as India is the largest borrower of AIIB, which funds BRI.

The article piquantly lays claim on Ladakh but also calls for the three
nations to work together against terrorism, clearly ignoring the fact that
Pakistan is a terrorist nation. China’s subtle support to Pakistan in front of
the international community but strong support in form of Pakistani military
personnel is trained at Chinese institutions, besides carrying out joint military
and counter-terrorism exercises. Additionally, China has been actively selling
military hardware to Pakistan, including nuclear weapons technology, warships,
aircraft and missiles to Pakistan.

Jayadeva Ranade, President of the Centre for China Analysis and Strategy
in New Delhi, said in an article in Indian weekly, The Sunday Guardian on 2
February 2020, "clear indicators that China 1s not only strengthening Pakistan
to restrict India's growth by keeping it under direct military pressure, but that
it plans to use Pakistan as the outpost for its extended global maritime reach."
The visit of Vice Chairman of the Central Military Commission Xu Qiliang
to Pakistan after the announcement of abrogation of Article 370 was reported
by the China-owned US-based news outlet Duowei News with the caption
"The situation in India and Pakistan is escalating. He visited the Pakistan
Naval Headquarters in Islamabad, Pakistan, on August 27, 2019 and met with
the Pakistan Naval Chief of Staff Zafar Mahmood Abbasi and discussed the
escalating tensions. In August 2019, China and Pakistan held their largest yet air
force exercise, the Shaheen-VIII. Official Chinese military media reporting of
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the exercise specially highlighted that the People’s Liberation Army Air Force
(PLAAF) had for the first time sent its fourth generation J-16 fighter to help
train the Pakistan Air Force take on the Rafale fighter aircraft being acquired by
India. A report suggests that the air base for the exercise, surrounded by high
mountains and jungles, was in China's Gansu province within the operational
jurisdiction of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Western Theatre Command.
This Shaheen exercise was held after the Indian Air Force strike on the 'jihadi'
terrorist training camp at Balakot in Pakistan.

Tensions were again simmering between China and India before the
Second Informal Summit between President Xi and PM Modi which was held
from 11-12 October 2019. The same year, there was also a 75 per cent surge in
Chinese transgressions in Ladakh — 497 as against 284 transgressions in 2018.

INCIDENTS ON LINE OF ACTUAL CONTROL

YEAR | WEST | EAST MID | TOTAL
2019 497 i 138 28 | 663

2018 284 |89 31 404

2017 337 i 19 s v Al SR 5

2016 28 ¢ 7 17 | 296

2015 Y R 9 | 428

(Western, Eastern, Middle sectors)

* The above chart depicts the number of transgressions done by the Chinese against India on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC)

President Xi tried to raise the issue of Kashmir indirectly which was side-
lined by PM Modi. These two informal meetings though garnered worldwide
attention did not result in any outcome other than cooling things off between the

two countries temporarily.
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Current Border Skirmish between India-China

The most recent problems started during the coronavirus epidemic.
The public opinion in India was majorly against China as they held China
responsible for the spread of the epidemic. On the other hand, the frequency
of terrorist attacks in Kashmir increased and intrusions by China in Ladakh
and Sikkim. On May 5 and 9 there were scuffles between Indian and Chinese
soldiers in these two areas. The Global Times (May 18) front-paged an article
quoting Chinese military sources alleging that "Chinese border defence troops
have bolstered border control measures and made necessary moves in response
to India's recent, illegal construction of defence facilities across the border into
Chinese territory in the Galwan Valley region." It said "In a fresh flare up in
tensions along the China-India border, the Chinese troops' new move, believed
to be the strongest military response to India's illegal trespassing incident along
the border since the Doklam standoff, demonstrates the strong determination of
the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) to defend its sovereign territory."
Citing a military source the article claimed "Since early May, India has been
crossing the boundary line in the Galwan Valley region and entering Chinese
territory. The Indian side built defense fortifications and obstacles to disrupt
Chinese border defense troops' normal patrol activities, purposefully instigated
conflicts and attempted to unilaterally change the current border control
situation". It asserted "the Galwan Valley region is Chinese territory, and the
local border control situation was very clear. The actions by the Indian side
have seriously violated China and India's agreements on border issues, violated
China's territorial sovereignty and harmed military relations between the two
countries." Hu Zhiyong, Research Fellow at the Institute of International
Relations of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, told the Global Times
that 'the Galwan Valley is not like Doklam because it is in the Aksai Chin region
in southern Xinjiang of China, where the Chinese military has an advantage and
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mature infrastructure. So, if India escalates the friction, the Indian military force
could pay a heavy price'. He added "The Indian government is being pressured
by its society due to the unsuccessful handling of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
while the number of confirmed cases is lower than the US since it has conducted
fewer tests, the impact on its economy is serious." Commenting that the Modi
administration's popularity remains high due to Hindu nationalism, he said
"So, the Indian government decided to hype the border issue with China again
since it's easy to divert the domestic attention by hyping nationalism against
China. In the future, it could even use it to bargain with China for medical or
economic support." Song Zhongping, a military expert and TV commentator,
told Global Times that "India intends to make the border frictions with China a
new normal, because it has geographical advantages to send troops to the border
regions frequently. Although China won't provoke India, the Indian military
won't stop their small operations from interrupting the Chinese military. This
will be a prolonged issue between the two countries." He said 'in view of the
current situation, China's border defense troops have taken necessary measures
to strengthen an on-the-spot response and control of border areas, resolutely
safeguarding China's sovereignty and security and maintaining peace and
stability in border areas'. Qian Feng, Director of the Research Department of
the National Strategy Institute at Tsinghua University in Beijing, told Global
Times that since the outbreak of COVID-19, there have been some subtle and
complex changes in China-India relations, which have created uncertainties
for the improvement of bilateral relations. "Some countries, led by the US,
have launched an international campaign to discredit China. Some scholars in
India believe that the international environment for India is far more favourable
than that of China. Under such circumstances, they believe the intensified
confrontation between China and the US will be of greater help and benefit to
India and advocate reaching out to the US."

The Chinese media is again up in arms against India and an article in Baidu
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on May 5 said, “Sikkim has also been historically a vassal state of China, but
it was reduced to a British protectorate in the 21st century. Acknowledging
that chances of Sikkim being “restored” are small, it observed “after Sikkim
was annexed only China protested and China alone has not recognized India’s
aggression, but the world has recognized Sikkim as part of India” 2

In the current skirmish for the first time China has opened multiple fronts of
confrontation. China’s People’s Liberation Army (PLA) troops crossed the LAC
and entered Indian territory sometime in late April 2020 in north Sikkim at Naku
La; at one point at Hot Springs and two locations to its northwest at Patrolling
Points 14 and 15; and at three points on the Galwan River in the Galwan Valley
where they are reported to have pitched close to a hundred tents; and at a point
called Gogra. Writing in The Print (May 30) Snehesh Alex Philip wrote that
fresh construction activity of blacktopping of a motorable road by the Chinese
has been spotted happening around Finger 4, a disputed territory. It explained
the 134 km of Pangong lake’s northern bank juts out like a palm, and the various
protrusions are identified as “fingers” to demarcate territory. While India asserts
that the LAC (Line of Actual Control) starts at Finger 8, China claims it starts at
Finger 2, which India dominates. In 1999, during the Kargil War when Indian
forces were diverted, the Chinese had stepped in and built a track up to Finger 5,
but this was not completely blacktopped. Chinese troops have now stepped into
the disputed ‘Finger’ area, which witnessed fist fights and stone-pelting on the
evening of 5 May.

Global times (June 1) reported that China's Foreign Ministry had stressed
that "the situation on the China-India border is stable and controllable, and
diplomatic and military channels of communication between the two sides
are unimpeded". Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian said at a
routine press conference that "China has seriously implemented the important

DT B REHOAR KRB LSOOG 4L, @AM BE T4 M K2 (December 4,
2019) , visited day: May 5, 2020, ¢ H 81§ ), https://3g.163.com/news/article_cambrian/
FBSML3170515GAAS .html?from=history-back-list.
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consensus reached by the leaders of the two countries on the border issue,
strictly abided by the agreements signed by the two countries, and is committed
to safeguarding the national sovereignty and security of the country and
maintaining peace and stability in the border area between China and India". He
said, "China believes the two sides can properly resolve the problem through
dialogue and negotiations". Separately, Chinese Defense Ministry spokesperson
Ren Guoqiang said at a regular press conference on May 29 that "Chinese
border defense troops are devoted to safeguarding peace and stability in the
border regions, and that the overall situation along China-India border was stable
and under control".

Even though meeting between Lt Gen Harinder and Maj. Gen. Liu Lin
ended on 6 June and the Ministry of External Affairs released a statement stating
that the two sides will continue the military and diplomatic engagements to
resolve the situation and to ensure peace and tranquillity in the border areas, "
things do not look good for India-China relations. China has clearly started a
planned offensive against India as it has intruded at multiple points plus the way
it has released statements on Ladakh and India-Pakistan relationship.

Interestingly, it has also been troubled by the growing closeness between
India and the US. For the first time India was directly mentioned in a statement
in ‘The United States Strategic Approach to China, " that: “Beijing contradicts
its rhetoric and flouts its commitments to its neighbours by engaging in
provocative and coercive military and paramilitary activities in the Yellow Sea,
the East and South China Seas, the Taiwan Strait, and Sino-Indian border areas”.
US Assistant Secretary of State Alice Wells echoed this thought in her statement:
‘flare-ups at the border are a reminder that Chinese aggressions aren’t always

13 “India-China meeting of Army Commanders on June 06, 2020,” (June 7, 2020) , visited day: June
8, 2020, ( Ministry of External Affairs) , https://www.mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/32746/
IndiaChina_meeting_of_Army_Commanders_on_June_06_2020.

14 “United States Strategic Approach to the People’s Republic of China,” visited day: June 8, 2020,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/U.S.-Strategic-Approach-to-The-
Peoples-Republic-of-China-Report-5.20.20.pdf .
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rhetorical. The border dispute shows that threat China poses to its neighbour’.

Pertinent is China’s reaction. The reaction of the spokesman for the
Chinese Embassy in Delhi was tough and sharper than the Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman’s comment at the weekly press conference in Beijing.
Chinese Embassy Counsellor Ji Rong said on May 20 evening: “We are firm
in determination to oppose separatist activities and safeguard China’s national
sovereignty and territorial integrity. We are firm in determination to oppose
foreign meddling in China’s internal affairs. We are firm in determination to
realise final reunification.” The assertive last sentence is particularly relevant in
the current context of the multiple intrusions along the LAC. He also reacted
after President Trump offered to mediate between India and China by indicating
that India and China can resolve their differences bilaterally and no third party is
welcome.

The current geopolitics with US-China tension, growing military nexus
between China-Pakistan and growing discontent against Xi Jinping inside
China, it is only matter of time when the border 1ssue could escalate as this time
it definitely feels like China is testing India as to how it will react and whether it
has the capability to retaliate to China at multiple locations.

Alice Wells, the American diplomat in charge of South Asia said that the
flareups at the border show the threat China poses to India. It looks like China
has been rattled by India's decision to hold its ground on the border. India-China
relationship is definitely shaky at the moment and the post COVID world might
result in India not trusting its two troublesome neighbours and getting closer to
the US, Japan, Australia to counter China.
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