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Abstract

The Philippines has long been an important recipient of Japan’s Official
Development Assistance (ODA) program. However, Japan’s aid to the Philippines
has mainly concentrated on areas such as economic development and human
resources training, with defense not being the focus. Nevertheless, since Prime
Minister Abe’s second term in office, Japan’s ODA to the Philippines has shown
a clear tendency toward militarization, mainly focusing on strengthening defense
assistance to the Philippines. According to Japan’s 2016 Diplomatic Blue Book, as
a maritime nation, Japan integrates its own security environment with the overall
security of the Asia-Pacific region. In addition, the Japanese government launched
its “Indo-Pacific” strategic concept for the first time in Africa. To realize this national
strategic objective, Japan must engage with countries in the South China Sea
region. Since Japan re-engaged in the South China Sea by providing port renovation
assistance to the Philippines through ODA after the Mischief Reef incident between
China and the Philippines in the 1990s, Prime Minister Abe took advantage of this
momentum to extend ODA-based military and security assistance to the Philippines.
This not only expanded Japan’s influence in regional affairs but also contributed
to addressing matters involving China, thereby lending legitimacy to its actions.
Particularly in recent times, China has carried out frequent military actions in the
South China Sea, escalating geopolitical tensions. After Philippine President Marcos
took office, security interactions and cooperation between Japan and the Philippines
have strengthened. Moreover, as both Japan and the Philippines are formal allies of
the United States, the mini-multilateral “alliance” among the United States, Japan,
and the Philippines has become increasingly evident. In this context, the military and

security dimensions of ODA may play a more critical role.
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